“Christopher Columbus Was a Man of Many Faces”
Directions: Read the entire article. Answer the questions about biographies 1, 2, and 3 and the short response question.
Biography 1

1. In paragraph two, the term “modest” means

A. wealthy.
B. adventurous.
C. simple.
D. fancy.

2. According to the passage, what possibly caused Columbus’ desire to go west across the ocean?

A. He had thoughts of discovering America. 
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He heard tales of ancient Viking journeys to Vinland.
C. He wanted to prove the world was round.   
D. He had read books by Marco Polo.

3. Which types of ancient geography had Columbus studied? 

A. Greek
B. Roman
C. Portuguese 
D. Egyptian

4. What happened as a result of Columbus’ rejection by King John II? 

A. The King and Queen of Spain rejected all of his requests for sponsorship of his voyage.  
B. The King and Queen of Italy sponsored his voyage.   
C. Columbus went to Spain to get sponsorship of his voyage.  
D. Columbus was appointed Admiral of the Ocean Sea.

5. Why did the author consider Columbus the “Father of Freedom?”

A. He freed the Indians from slavery.   
B. He found a “new world in which everyone can ‘pursue a vision’” as he had done. 
C. He was able to get sponsors for his voyage; therefore he didn’t have to pay for it.
Biography 2
6. In paragraph one, the term “colossal” means

A. huge. 
B. bad.

C. quick. 
D. financial.

7. As a result of the story about two Chinese corpses washing up on the shore of Ireland, Columbus

A. was arrested.   
B. believed Asia was short sail west.   
C. believed they were personally responsible for woodcarvings found at sea.  
D. believed America just lies to the west.

8. According to the passage, which of the following was not a place Columbus had been to?

A. Hispaniola

B. Jamaica
    C. Asia
   D. Italy

9. Which of the following statements is a FACT?

A. “He had no real loyalties and no great talents.”

B. “Columbus showed up—probably broke—at his brother’s doorstep in Portugal.”

C. “In the 1400’s, the rulers of Europe were looking for a new way to reach Asia.”

D. “Columbus’s fascination with foolhardy adventure probably started early in his life.”

10. After reading the passage we can conclude that the author believed Columbus discovered America through 

A. Hard work.
  

B. the work of others.


C. nothing but sheer luck. 
D. a talent for and knowledge of sailing.

Biography 3

11. According to the author, what was the reason for Columbus’ greed? 
A. a spoiled childhood 
B. an early life spent in Genoa, Italy 
C. the writings of Marco Polo   
D. his relationship with the King of Portugal

12. What does Columbus’ reaction to Juan Rodriguez Bernejo’s sighting of land tell you about his character?
 A. He is a generous man.    
B. He is a fair man.  
 C. He is a greedy man.  
 D. He is a nervous man.

13. In the last paragraph, what does the term “haggling” mean? 
 A. complaining
B. bragging

C. arguing

D. dreaming

14. The overall tone of this passage is one of

A. appreciation.  
B. disgust.
  C. admiration.   
D. mystery.

15. In what type of publication might this passage be found?
 A. an encyclopedia   


B. An autobiography
C. a newspaper opinion page

D. an atlas

After reading all three biographies, answer the following Short Response Question:
16. Pick one the biographies and describe the author’s point of view about Columbus. Give details from the passages to support your answer.
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